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S tanwood - Thomas Lawrence Bourke, 83, of Stanwood, passed away peacefully

April 28, 2018, at Spectrum Health Meijer Heart Center surrounded by his
family.

He was born February 11, 1935 in Escanaba, the son of Harry and Ann (Lawrence)

Bourke. Tom joined the Army in 1955. He attended Eastern Michigan University
where he met his wife, Jane. They were married on August 9, 1958.

Tom followed his passion for golf by becoming a PGA golf professional. First by
becoming an assistant pro at Huron Hills Country Club in Ann Arbor and later as the

first Head Pro at Raisin River Golf Club in Monroe. He also worked as a AAA

Insurance Salesman/Manager for 17 years, and as the owner of The Little Store in Six
Lakes for seven years.

He was an active member of the Lions Club and the Civics club in Ida. He was
scoreboard operator and announcer for Ida High School sporting events for many

years. His passion for athletics and family was evident with his attendance at

countless sporting events for his children and grandchildren. In his spare time, he
enjoyed golfing, boating, hunting, fishing, and spending time at the cabin on the

Muskegon river, which eventually became their home. He was a long-time member
of Meceola Country Club. In his retirement years, Tom enjoyed spending winters at

Shady Brook Resort in Sumterville, Florida with Jane where they were surrounded
by a close-knit community of friends.

Tom is survived by his wife, Jane (McLeod) Bourke; his four children, Tom (Ann)

Bourke of Dearborn, Terry Bourke of Newaygo, Valerie Hadder of Big Rapids, and
Larry (Patsy) Bourke of Big Rapids; 15 grandchildren; 8 great-grandchildren; sister

Sally (Bob) Manzagol of Canadian Lakes; and many nieces and nephews. He was
preceded in death by his parents and brothers, Harry and Richard Bourke.

Tom's final wish was to follow in the footsteps of his father to become a body donor

Obituary Thomas Lawrence  Bourke
FEB  11, 19 3 5  -  APR  2 8 , 2 0 18

Thomas Lawrence Bourke
FEB  1 1 , 1 935 -  APR  2 8, 2 0 1 8

PAGE 3 OF 6



at Michigan State University. A lifelong State fan will now be a Spartan forever! To

meet Tom was to become a friend forever. His irresistible smile, great sense of
humor, and positive energy will be missed by all who knew and loved him.

A Celebration of Life will be held June 2, 2018 from 5 - 9 P.M. at Clear Lake Golf Club
in Big Rapids, MI. Memorial contributions in Tom's memory can be made to

Spectrum Health Meijer Heart Center (give.spectrumhealth.org) where he received

excellent care.
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AE Avis And Eugene posted:

Sorry to hear about Toms passing. We remember all the fun and laughs we had with the AAA get

togethers. They were the best of times.

May 21 at 8:00 PM

FC Frank And Bj Cogswell posted:

We are truly sorry for your loss. Tom was such a kind spirited man who always greeted everyone

with a smile. Know that you are all in pur prayers

May 2 at 8:00 PM

FH Fred &Nancy Howey posted:

We were so sorry to hear of the loss of one very special member of our Shady Brook family. We

wish for his family peace and many wonderful memories to help at this difficult time. Sincerely,

Fred & Nancy Howey

May 1 at 8:00 PM

LL Lori Lein posted:

So sorry for your loss many prayers for all of you.

April 30 at 8:00 PM

JD Jeff Donahoe lit a candle in honor of Thomas.

Thanks Tom for all your smiles, jokes, sentences of wisdom, and just being their

for the awkward neighbor kid - Fro. Memories of you will continue to guide me

through my life!!!

April 30 at 8:00 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Thomas by contributing to a collection of shared memories.

Scan to Visit


